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AGM  SUMMARY

The second annual General Keeling of the ISFA was held as scheduled on
28th May 2t Buswell's Hotel. While the turnout was less thun hoped (about 16
showed up), & gcoa bit of busineas was gone through.

The reporis of the 1977-1978 Comaittee were all accepted unanimcusly. In
addition tc the reports coantuimed in the April/May Hewslatter, Paddy C'Con-
rell gave the financial statement. This was prepared for 1nc1usxun with the
June/July Yewsletter, but (as haz happened before) the entire mailing was
swallo -1 vy the P&T. A new financial astatezent will be seat out with Lthe

tobet/november Newsletter. Paddy dic¢ point cut that we still are holding
gome ¥18 belonzing to reople who paid for the avertive 2001 showing and have
not yet claimed their refunds.

Next discussed were acendments t6 the ISFL Constitution. The changes,
waich were all edoptad vnanimously, were as follcws:

L.) add to Article 17: "However, individuals must have besn a gember
of the 15Fa for at least two months precuding an annual General
M¥eeting, subject to the verification <f the Committee,

ii.) article 20 (entirely raviged): “(hLe first order of business ati
a Gensrcl Meseting shall ve the presentatica ana verification of
proxies. The total zmount of proxies ocutstanding shall then oe
announced to the moeting at large., Voies may be given personzlly
or Ly prexys; in the event of a2 vote by count of hend, if the sum
¢f the nurber ¢f sminority votes cast plus thne rumber of proxies
rreoanted excedes cor equels the aucber of majority votes cust, a
nol)l shall autesatically result. Therefore a cbunt of hena votes
pust be anrounced.”

ini.) arvicle 24 (entirely revised): Yio menber shafi be eligible
Jor wembership ¢a the committee unless such mexzber hes been a
raober in good standing al least thrcugn the calendar year sre-
czding the date of the AGM, except when there is a unanimcus poll

. vote in favour of extending epecial qualification to a zeamber
wag right not peet thias criterion.”

iv.,) Article 26: strike out the mand" before "(e)" and insert the
folliowing: “when so deteruined by a mzjority vote of the Ccm-
xitiee, ory,

v.) Ariicis 28: insert afier *descretion®; "and with the consent of
these 5o cobptad” and strike out the last sentence. Insert at
the end: “Thosa ccdpted sghall have nc voting power upon the Coa-
nittea, unless they are so codpted to fill a vacancy causcd by
the reaignation or removal of a Coamittee mezber.”

vi.) srticle 42: Strike out "The auditeor” and replace it with: "when
an auditor has boen demanded by a majority vote ¢l an AGM or ZGY,
such person",

vii,) aArticle 44 (entirely revised}: "The Ccazmittee may not refuse
the application of a new member without gooc reason which cust
be given to the epplicent ia writing. This refusal may bte over~
ruled by a majority vote a® an AGH or EGH."

The nexy crder of business was the nomination and election of the 13578-

J19 termitt 2, T,J, Gocde, as Librarian, cié not have to stand for reslectien
!~ provided for uaduer friticle J0. ¥For tne five vacancies ihus mvil atle, we



tiad six ncwmineeg: john Mauen, John ¥McCarthy, Yacay O‘Cennell, Brian Redaond,
sreadan Ryder, and Pred woods. All were elected savs Brendan Ryder. Votes re-
ceived were 13, 14, 13, 14, 5, and 12 respectively.

Votes of thanks were then propossdé ana prassed for the active outgoing xem-
bers of the forzer Comzittee, (Rita Mechan and Boboy XacLaughlin}, ana a special
veie ues passec boin for former Chairman XKotert lane and fer ¥.J. Goode in re-
cogriticn of his excslleat werk and dedication as evidenced by the new state of
sur meating reom in the Parliazent Inn.

lcoediately after the AGM, the new Committee held a responsibility apport-
ionzent xceting and the following offices and functions were ussigned:

John ¥celarthy: Chairzan zard Fublications

Paduy O'Connell: Sscretary ané Treasurer

£.J. Goode: library

Brizn Reamond: Patren Liaiscn, Fubliin Relaticns, Alchemist's Head

Liaison, andé (ubudsman »
¥red Wootg: Writver's Workshop Subcomemiltee and Meeting Coordinztor
John Kahon: Fune Raising Suvcoxzittee and Function Secretary
Yeedless to say, many of trhesge respensibilities overlap srna it is expected
thet the various Coamittes Meatersz will feel free to tall on their feliows to
acceaplish the sims of the ISFs.

A prepesed calendar cf evenis for the year 1978-1G79 was also prepared.
with the uncerstancing that weetings will be held in the Farliazent Inn until
further notice, cur scheluls is sowewrhat as follows (The datea for cutside
ueris such ay our Patrons must e considered extreaely tentutive, so we are
wneuncing caly what the activities are after the Jeptembor meeting):

AUGUST 27: The poster contest which was mentioned in the last newsleticr.
Subeitters should bring along their creaticns for a show-of-
hands judging.

SEPTEXBER: The Long Awaited Book Auction to help raise the funds needed

24th to roeixburse P.J, Goode for his cut-of-pocket expenses for
the worx in the Parliament Inn.
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Gther activities: The staging of a Rey Bradbury Play,
Talk by inne #cCaffrey,
Talk by James white,
Talk by Hzrry Harrisoxn,
another Boox Auction in the sprirng,
Talk by Peter Costello (Author of the new Julesz
Verne bicgraphy),
Centinuation of Alua lLlewellyn‘*s talk,
AGH.
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Recent Meelings

ke 28 Kay ceeting was a rather informal get together of the mecbership, as
+28 planned., The idea was to talk over the plans for the coming year's pianned
ctivities. It was also the first public display of P.J. Gocde's handiwerk to the
enernl Public. It shoula be menticned that several ISFA members helped ocut in
hg vork in the easy parts.

fhe April meeting held on the 30th was the long-awaited debate concerning
the relative wmerits of Fantasy and Sciencs Fiction. The motion was as fellows:
‘Resolved: that Science Fiction fulfills a greater socigl need than does Fantasy?
Chairing the steeting was Brian Hedmond. The negative view was represented by John
c¢Certhy snd Frad Woods. Speaking in favour were Paddy ('Connell and Rita Meshan.

The firsl speaker was John McCarthy. Easing his arguments on a fairly stilf
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definiiion of S7, H,G.. #uﬁla‘",xulc, Johrn attempted to show *hie¢ SF was ag~
sentizlly the takinb °cceptoa %ﬁm an or sxzlicavle alien rescticns to nauw asitua~
ticns L0 croate the conflict upon wkich the plot would be based. Fantasy, ca the

other hand, wculd take knowa edtuations and surerizpouse soze sort of strange re-
actions or buings to build thes ztory 2y condecning apocalyptic 37 as only mar-
Siaally enuertainins, ne aaid that any positive beanaefita ~culd be overshadowed
ty the lack of escapist relaase. This wculd, ne concluded, th4 that SF could
bave 3 negative effast upey Sucidt" ard thus prove the negative's contentica
out ¢f hand.

yveedless to may, the {irst epeakir in faveur, Puddy G'Connell, did not ag-
ree with the above expusition. Speaking entirely extemporarecusly, Paddy claizn-
ed tbat since Pantcay deals with things we know to Le iapossible, it gives ud no
chznce of irying to predict (aud thue avoid) the effects of technological aevel-
opmentb son huzsan scciely. This would izply taay Jantasy would wield the grea.
ar cetr. ental affect vron gsclersy, Ly railirg to prepard u3z  adeyuately fc-
tao fulare.
rred Weods then recumed tha negative sids's =attack, He poiated out that
Pantagy was the sou:.cs ¢f ald "iv‘liaation, for it wag tarcugh the imesgining of
& hetter wvay of lite that man'e ecroative (fforits were directed iinto lau Lr~Sav-
inr devices such a2s broomi, vheels, IiAe, and redicine. rred then pointed cut
trat thoe one willing suspsnsion of disbelief ullcwed ir 3F (E.0. Wells'u Dule
again; wes in fact an element of Fantasy. Uiven the negative potential of ST,
this cutcaiegory of Fentasy could net nelp tubl wield & szzller social venefil
than Fantasy could @3 a wkaia.

57t Meehen concluded the srxpogitory rrescentations with ine second favour-
irg s.¢ech. Plun giresssd thaet ST hag one virtue which Fantasy coule never have;
i.2. 'n wwargness cof change and its relationsh;p to ourselves as pecple. She 7o~
fende. (hie arguzent vith sgverzt examples of the nature ol interyarsonzl rela-
tionshivis. Given the advance of the ruture Srock theory, cleariy one sust lsarn
irn zdvance what the futute cculd dexana of uvs. This Ls tLe real socinl need
which feceg uz all and which Fantasy cannot handic. Y

Loth saces bhen tock a breuk to prepace rebuttals. Tuese concluding state-
manis vere rewarkaile for thelr coloursd rhetoric and near-litellous derunciag-
ticna, It tic voting, the tsem ef Rita anc Poddy wen both the decisicr and the
best spre-ker cward. There followed a 2ively discussion {roz the floor.

The June xmeetling was held, somewhat unusually cn a Welnesday night. This
waz tecause the Jchn W. Cawbell Award dinrer was held on the night of the usual
westing., The Ccaritiee wzs utle 1o get Joe Haldeaan ané his wife Gey to zitend
te talk informelly witk us about saything that ceme into their heads. It was a
very gooa time for these who attended. Phene callsz were made to all the people
in trhe Dublin area whose phone nucbsrs ars up to date in the Ccnalttue's records.

The July meetirg was mainly cccupied by the playing of soxe tapes made at

Harry Earrison's coaventica in Dun lacghaire; scme intervievs were zade with 'he

authc.. and puolichers present. It is uxpucteu that tranacripts will be publish-
ed in a leier newsletter.
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The nrew booklist of the ISFA Library iz rov being distributed, but bdelieve it or

no!, thers are already some additiors you should make on your copy whan you geb
it:

CCPER (Susan) Mandraks

)1SCi! (Tom) Cne Kundred and Two H-Bozbs
FARMER (P.J.) The Gats of Time

HEINLEIN (Rokert) ine Door into Sumzar

Lo Pappet Masters

el nopoge
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Film Review:

Space Cruiger, Directec by Yoshinobu Nishizaki; Chief Animator: Noboru Iahiguro

War rips the galaxies, Cueen Iscandur's forces are being aefeatea by the fierce
Gergons, ana Earth has been struck by reaiation blight. Inis sequence sets thne
thepe for Spece Cruiser, 3 new animated space aaventure based on the exploite

of the warship YA#ATC. This delee cof aaventures starts when Queen Iscandar sends
ferces to Earth (2192 A.D.) to help fight the raciation aisaster and in return
fer her sorvices, lscandar gives Earth the plens for a time-warp rescue ship to
telp in the war against the Sorgena.

The YAKATC, a World War II battleship, is secretly raisea from the sea-bed
to fulfiil a rew mission, re-equipped with the time-warp. The ship is re-armed
ane carries an enormcus cargo of mini-spaceships in its intericr, which can be
sert on szzll trips geing and returning threugh the gaping hole in the front of
the huge spaceship. Insice, the ship ig packed with rockets, shaceships, anti-
Gergon guns, ana extensive mzirntenance areas. 148,000 lightyears away ihe Gorgaons
wezil. The hersc of thie anibeted feature is = ycung flier, who is actively engaged
in the acventures whick follow and who finally takes command of the warship.

The animation is "difrerent” but exciting and shows itself well when the
enemy makes a triple-prorngea attack on the YAKATO. This scene disrlays Ishiguro's
animatory qualities and makes up for the weak start that dogged the filam.

For Science Fictioners, it is s filxm worth watching and it migkt be another
Star Wars-like succesa.

deviewed by Sein Moraghan
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AT
TV Review
KCHE SF 8 TV---

.o+ A3 GOSt ©f you wWill kxnow, Hamzer Filxs have revitalizod Prankenstein
an¢ @ szall arcy of creations aince 1956, The third in their series was EVIL
CP FPRASKENSIELK mtae in 1964. The plet in thia fils was rather plastic and the
uge of Eastman Colour eig net help with any atmesphere the proaucers might
have teen hoping to ackieve. The wenster was a poor recreation in the ola Uni-
vergel mould znd played by wrestler Xiwi Xingston. The horrorg were all uncon-
vineingly explicit ara even tihc Britigh censer took excepiien to the scene in
which the monster thrusts & poiated iron-grill bar through hyprnotist Feter
Weorthorpe. Masties atound and reach a c¢lizax when the mensier mistakenly
dri.cs ether for alcolicl., 1t grea zad {naiwrally) and blews the latoratory sky
3 gh, teking & screzaing Laren Prenkensteir witn hiz. Kost unceavincing of all
vag the explooing mouel of ihe castle with the fiicker of flrage lieking arcund
it 2t the enu. A borang covie, uafcriunately...in 1955 Hazmer Films produced
the seccna rezake of K. ficer Hagoart's novel SHE; the story of a wooan who hed
lived in ihe lost city of Xuma untcer the shadow ol ithe =stheopian Hills. Hers,
iyesha~-She who oust be (beyed-ruled over her army of Romanesque solaivrs and 2
taorce of bleck slaves. MHer imaortality hac been enacwed by walking througn the
riaze of Fternal iife and now she waits fer ihe reincernation of her deay lover
to geae along s¢ thal he tco may benefit froa the sacrea flume's life masic, So,
along ccxes Leo Vincey played by John Richarasca ahc he is soon resotted wiih
tiecha's beauty ard thoughts of wealth unizaginabdle. Feter Cusning plays his
friezd ®ajor kHelly, and/ Chrigtopher Lee, Bilali, ithe uigh priest in lcove with
Acegha. The filz moves Well and 1s an entertaining pilece of escapiss with this
trevla Anaress appearing in & nuzber of exolic, revealing gowes, Poor kr. Rich-
a~c¢e~m dicn't stand a chance. Finaily, as the slaves revolt, Ayesha takes 1
inty the flaze. Unfertunately, ste isn't aware that on a second trip thrcugh,
trhe fleme tekes back its gift. Ayesha i3 5CUC years odld and imn a twinkling {of
£oct special effects) Bhe ages horribly snd crumbles to dust. Poor old L:zo has
to wait fer whe flame to return vefore he, too, can find prace. Segquel material?
7ee, sirt But that's another story...1974's DAPK STAR is a very strange film to
say %he leasti. B2CZ kept it for Christmas and haa to put out the statutory warn-
ipg that the flashing lights in the film might have an adverse effect on some
people. Kany cratics (ana some memters of ithe ISTA) thougnt it a terribly funny
satire on spacemen, Space movies, compauionsnip and steely nerves under prea-
sure! Tre ship is an a path through the univerase o destroy unstable planetsg
end ¢lear the way for Earth colonists. The film begsn as a 86,000 student pro-
joct im 16 mz ana finally ended up 28 a £560,000 commercial proposition. Fs~ on-
a’i, I found the f£iln indescribably btoring and cannot understand the pre’ nt-

i .8 ideas of some SF critics zna filaw zakers. Now, I know that some of ¢.r
megbers liked il so why don't you write a litile review from your pcint of
view. B

In 1970, Robert Adtman directed Bud Cori and Sally Kellerrman in a delight-
ful zystery/rantasy about a bey who desired to achieve unaided flight. BREWSTER
KeCLGUD finds himself being ccached by a de-winged angel and eventually gettirg
his wish alihough there were couplicaticns. Feople who $ended to get in the way
vere gol ocut of the wvay-ratoer wessily, tco...Boris Segel tried to give Richard
Fatheson's 1 22 legond scriplt a new loox in the (HEGA MAN. Charleton Heston was
one of the last xmen alive aud iupune to the virus which was causing widespread
dcath all over the world. Pecple who caught the virus\eitheq died immediately
or beceze victius of a hideous slow, rotting death that mekes them shun the
1ight €n1d hate thcse who are not atflicted. The Fawily, as cne horde ci these
"Yampires™ is called, wishes to desircy Charleton Heston and hig seruz cure. In
tte kectic climax, Mr. Fesion is struck by a srear as& falls btack into a fount-
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bexdb which will desiroy i) if the problem hasn't been sclvean by a certain
aata. The tensicn is marvellous. If ycu haven't seen it, ac try te scmetice.
.--Usually, the sccona veguel Lo a popular {ilm is evon worse than the first
but not so with ESCAPE FR(M THE PLANET (F THE APES. It turned out to de

quite an exciting film because it brought back two talking Apes (Carmelius

and zere) to present day Earth. A third Ape wos killes by an unfriendly gor-
illa while tre visiting astronauts ware quarantinea in a zoo. Escape is a

very asusing anc moving film. Zera finds herself pregnant ana since man is
worriea aboutl apes taking over the planet, she and her mate are hunted down
and finaliy killed. The baby is adopted by a circus cwner and @o the whole
saga reelly begine with the first speaking ape among men. As the circus wagons
roll away to their winter quarters, the baby ape cries "Memal!". Sequels 3 and
4 £..il have t0 be shown on the box sc¢ we pust wail and see how the script-
writers cevelop the plot tewards aps supremacy...George Launcers led the Brit-
igr Arzy against ihe BCDY STEALERS in 1969. How could parachuting airmen suc-
cderly diseppear midfall? well, the answer is told in a rathar btoring aovie in
which special agent Pairick Allen falls in love with an 2lien who takes on the
fore of 2 bernutiful woman (srhe woule not be physically acczeptable to him other-
wise). The cnly interesting wmopeni is when the U.F.O. materialises at ihe end
of the filc. Why were the men disappearing? Do you really want to know? Well,
on the alien planet the men were killed off by a plague and so zZarth men were
required to kcep the vomen happy elc. Cunningly enough, if cur alien lady
woule turn Mr. Allen off in the f{lesh, whal aboul the missing parachutists?...
As gsany of you Know, I am a Ray Harryhausen ian and one of his films I like
most cf all ia the NYSTERICUS ISLAND. Based on Julss Verne's sequel to 20,000
leagues Unuer he Sea,fit is a fine acventure story invoelving some soldiers
esCaping {roa a prason’cacp in Civil Wur aserica. The observation belloon they
use is carrisd away by a storm. Filnally they are thrown into the sea off the
ccass of a szall Pacifie island. As well as picking up a few female survivo:s
they also run into an encrmous variety of crab, oyster, bee, and'chicken®(many
people pegple thought this to be a chicken but it really was suppcsed to be e
prehistoric bird). They then come across Captain Nemo and his defunct Nautilus.
Kemo has founé a way to breed creaztures to encraous size to feed the groving
poepulaticens. The islaend is about to blow sy high because the dormant volcano
aecides to wake up. How will they all escape? well, 1 don't want to give all the
plot away but it does alse involve a pirate ehip and a giant nautilus squid on
the sea floor., It is great fun and a special effects delight.

The DEVIL DOULL is about a fugitive frox Devil's Island (played by Lionel
Barryzore} who turns a man znd woman intc tiny @sils and has thex zurder the
people who had hiz sentenced to Devil's Island. The effects are beautifully
haniled, shewing the manikins going about their horrible work. Directed in
1936 by Tod Browning, it vas a geood example of uovies trying to get away from
ke purely horror izage...FIVE WEEKS IN A BALLO(R was again tasec on a Verns
vevel . Peter Lorrie'e eyes popped left right and center. Pabian looked pretty
and s monkey stole nearly all the scenes in thia movie about a strange tallaon
vrip acrops darkeat, slave-tracer ridden Africa. K for a wet afternoon!...
Terrence Fishker, exponent of muny excellent horror films, made a botch of the
silly liftie SF tale the EARTE DIES SCREAMING. & sirange gas comes [rom the
sky and everycne ia killed sxceprt a few who miraculonely escape, i.e. the hero
is wacer an oxygen tent in 2 hospilal. Another, a high~flying pilot using
tank oxygen, aliens are the cause and it only tekes the cast 62 minutes to
¥orik out hov tc ccmbat them and then set out vo uwnite with other survivors.
Strangely enough, this plece of rubbish was made in 1964. Dennis EFrice is about
ite oest in the cast, plaving a nasty human...Ic 1398, Ray Harryhausen made the
SEVENTH YOYAGE CF SINBAD for Moraningsice Procuctiona. 8o popular was this an-
ifaated rilm that another ccapany tock the plot and. same cast end created an-
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His tentative ccnclusion is that an Atlantean bBxpire did exist, and that
further scientific evidence will serve to confirz this. Finally, he includes a
seluctlive bitliography ol the best known worss on atlantis, that mexes it use-
ful tc any ISFA memoer wishing to do research on the subject.

Reviaewena by David Lass
Crteway by Frecerik Fohl (New Yors; Ballantine Books, $1l.Y5, 1477)
WILNER, 1577 John w. Cambell Awara as tne Lest SPf novel of the year

It i5 extremely cifficult to write an acegquate review of Gateway, for the
sizple receon that it is such a great bock. Ko review can do justice to the
WwOrn. 45 a result of this fact of 1ife, we decidea to write two reviews and to
print thez together.

Ag it haprens, boeth your reviewers were present at the dinner where the
Jehn W, Cembell award ves presented, and heurd 2 fairly gcod summation and re-
view of the bock by Brian aAldiss. we will try to avold repeaticg what he had to
say, nct because we want to avoid plagarising nis speech, ncr because we might
disagree with hic {we don't), but because his cozzents were directed at an aud-
ience which consistsd largely of other writers8 zna other professionsls in the
trede; cur cozzents will try to give iempressions directed at reaaers instead,

The first point is the impression the tock nakes on the casual shopper in
the Alchemist's Head. I will have to cocfess that 1 saw Gateway there ssverul
weexs befcre the 57 Convention in Dun Laoghaire; I picked 1t up, resd the blurb
¢r Lhe TtacCk, enc wasn't particularly izmpressed. Then I openea it up 8nd read a
rove review by Ben Bova, formerly Editor of Analeg. If Ben Bova likes scmething,
I usually don't, ana vice versa. Look at all my short stories he refuses to buy!
Hen's cozients werse encugh for me: vack on ihe rack it went.

Then 1 listened o brian aldiss talk aocut it at the dinner. I becaze in-
trigued. By the und of the dinner, I knew I kac to read it.

I guess 1 really haven't told ycu much zvout the book yet. It is physic-
ally a three-tierec story: there is the cain action framework of the story, a
acriee ¢f flaghbacks with a vomzmon threzd, and interspersed documentary flagh-
cacks. The zain thread is the protagonist (Bob Broadhead} talking over the se-
guential flashbacks with his computer-analyst Sigfrid von Shrink. The flow of
vhe flashbacks is broken up with a very interesting group of extracts from lec-
tures, mission reports, contract blanks, classified aavertisements, and casualty
figures, which &ll spice the scenes very effectively. My own favourites are the
zigsion reports and the lecture extracis.

Tle sequential flashbacka are really what the book is about. Bot Eroadhead,
a2 food miner, wing §250,U00 in a lottsry. To break out of his rut, Bob gambles
{in effect) his life that he can get more money by becoming a prospector for
Jateway Enterprises. This firm, in reality an irnternationsl spolitical organ-
isation, runs Ga.uway. Gatewey is a Bpace station built thousands or =illicas of
years ago by the Heechee, a race whose uselessg artifacts litter most of the caves
of ¥enus. wWhen Gateway was discovered, however, scme useful remains were encoun-—
tered, namely about 1000 spaceships in more-or-less working condition. The ships
(in three sizes, able to carry 1, 3, or 5 humans) are tapable of faster-than-
light travel, and when the flaghback opens with Broadhead arriving, Gatewny
Zaterprises Las already been exploring for about 18 years. Various useful artif-
acts have been brought back; enother Gateway was found about 400 light years from
iarth, for instance. But there are still some vital items missing from the lont
shich has been brought home, and sozme useful infcrmation is still being sought,
Like:

where do the shipas go? (Before someome tries a course setting, no one
czi t2ll. No charts, no keys to the instruments or the piloting cez-
nuerl )
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Eow a¢ you know if ycur shkip neevas fusl?

what is the fuel?

How dces the FIL Drive work?

#here did the Heeches ge? And why?
Fari of a subplot is involvea with the gereration of computer correlaticns to
find cut fuel status, danger of destinatiod (only adout 4U% of the trips are guc-
cessful, & trip is successful by definition when the ship ccmes buck, even if the
crew i& dead or misoing) and sc on. It is a very big occasion when one ship bring;
back a tcol kit. Every attempt to cpen an FTL T drive unit with huzan teols hes re-
sulted i{n a blast ¢n the order of z kilotorn.

I could go on and ca éescribing the technical detail, all c¢f it very enter-
taining and izportent, yoit all very cmcothly inserted into the “low of the novel.
But to get on witL the story, Beb tzres ikhree trips afier a goca bLit of henmzing
and hawing while building up his courags to go on a fliblt. He is cnly surginzlily
successful {(i.e. he earns encugh Lo kesp frcm being apaced for nen-payment of the
life~-support itax on Gateway), and in the end strikes it rich only because of =
huge danger bonus which wes assigned tc his thirc missicon because of the anticip-
ated danger. (Fortunately, small or less well arncured shirs will raject scse
destinations as being beyonc their 'apabil‘ties automaticnlly; thus 14 18 Known
in advance when a given couraa. eshtzng is certain tc arrive at a cangerens loe-

ztion,) Bob mzkea no uajor find, behaves reprehensibly, and later has trouble
Living with himself. Thnis is why he i3 getting shrunk by a cemputer-znalyst lo
yeare later.

1 can really say very little else without going invo more aetail than 2 re-
viewsr sheouild. Mind you, the detail is what makes the Doeok as enjeya%le, selfl-
consistent, anc professional as it is. In fact, 1 had some difficulty iaqcntifying
with old Bcb, prizarily, I thin%, becauss he is a rather diu:s jreeabls churacter.
v¥here he hesitates and caleculates possible financial reward to "voia further
trips, I would probatly head out on 3 new trip after each leng weexend home, and
forget the money. (well, zaybe not, with only a 0% chance they'll even see the
ship a@ain, ana abcut a 75% chance of death...) But Bob does nct sense in the
8lightezt the thrill and tne excitexent of being a prospecter, which Fohl has de-
llcerate;y tuilt into the general background of the story.

In this vein, I will make one more cczment which will dcubtless make no
sence tc you until after you have read the book. Pchl has Gesigned a socicty based
on *hln'a X cculd not degin to speculats on. Kany of the reactions and personal
relut¢on3ths ere fairly conventional. Bui in every situaticn, in every rossible
contexi, Pohl's sociely demonstrates with incredible congistency, an attitude tc-
wards RISK which is ellen to arything I bave ever known or experienced in other
reading. Hoe has fashioned something as new to us, and as diffirnli tc appreciats
completely, as our current accepiance of near-instantanecus . :ridwice verbal ccou-
gunication would have been 20 our sncestors in the early 180U 5. And ke has his
own soclety accupt thisg new attitude, to take it for granted, to such an extent
that it is never explained explicitly in the ccourze cf the novel. The people live
the btelief, Lt is accepted by the reader, and this is hew it should be.

v If it isn't clgar by now, 1 woula reccmrend this book to almogti anyene soie-
ly on its own merits. There ie no doubt in my mind that Lt fully deserves the
John ¥. Cambell Award. Though I have not yet scen the other review, I suspect that
it will be siwilarly enthusianstic, though no doubt with difrersnt ecphases,

Reviewed by John KcCarthy
The Dreught by J.G. Bailard (London; Triad Panther, 1978, &0 p.)

No doud: a3 part of an effort to build wp e decent SF list, tra valatively
recently formed Trian Paperbacks {a combinaticn of Panther ani Ka ;'1o“er) are in
the process of reissuing a nunber of Beilard's btocks, 52 far, twe of his warlier
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novels have awppeared, the Crystzd World (a fermer Pantrer) and the Drousht (a
former Peaguin; U.8, Titie was the burning World} May wse¢ heps for szome of the
now unavailable stery cellections, such as Low Flying Aircraft and the Qver-
loaded Kan?

The brought, originally putliehed in 1965, is Ballard's tkird rovel, and
Can te seen ug part cf a icose tetralegy of ecological disasier novels. Cf these,
“Le Dreuzn% and its earlier oppesite (in setting, at leasc), the Jrowned World,
%re in iy cpinion the mosi successful.

The ecologircal disaster thail provides the staze for the Prousnt is of cource
ihat of the titls. lndustrial wastes, scme of it radicactive, duxped inte the oo-
vany over a pericd of decades, cause a film of meclecular thickness to form cn the
curface of the water, effectively preventing evaporaticn to ferm cicuds. The rain
<ycle is interrupted ¢ scen all land is turned into uninhabitable daseri. The
*ntire porulation r ~us for the beaches, witere the government, or what's left cof
it, sels up plants to disiill drinkable water out of seawater.

with & setting 1like that, you can do one of twe things: cither You make a
2ulti-ailiicon-acllar diszetler movie, ar you use it to explore a really interest-
ing cuestion. "zarthguake® being geveral years in the future, and Ballerd being
dallare, made him cpt for the latter, The prought, then, offers a relstively
{resi ook at the ole guesiicn of the relaticnship between the (physical) exter-
21l worlc ana the {mecival) icternal worlda. His treatsent is clossr to surrcalist
painting (see EBallarc's article, “"The Coming ¢f the Uaconscious” in the Cverlcad-
:6_tan) thar to previous literature. Ia fact, the whole povsl closely follows cne
particular paanting, "Jours ds Lenteur" (Days of Siowness}, by Yves Tanguy. I
w11l not spoil you enjoyment of the novel by tracing all the images and gtructur-
«d eleaents derivec frem that painting. Suffice it tc say that the landscapes cf
"Jours de¢ Lentuur® and the Drought are at times laentical.,

7c gel back to the terms of the novel itself, the two worlds, or in Bailard-
ian terms, the cuter and "inner landscape” (p. 148) are at first feirly wsll de-
{ined and serarated. This may be seen ag the "nornal® or “"sane" conditicn, the
conaxtion, that is, of Ir. Charles Ransom's (the protagonistfs) mind. Bug slowvly
these twe zre seen to intermingle. This is cleverly done by a large nunter cf
paraliels vetween the two "landscapes™, usually when inner states of mind are
cogpared to or expressed ir teras of the actual, physical landscape. This te-
cepesz more explicit when "The unvarying light and absence of all movement fin a
dried out river tegd/ made Ransom feel that he was advancing acress an inner land-
seape where the elements of the future stocd around him like objects in a still
life, fermless and without association.” {p. 148) At the scmewhat ambiguous end
¢ the ncvel, Ranscm "ucticed that he no longer cast any shadow onto the sand,
28 if he hza at last cempleted his journey across ths margins of the inner land-
seepe he haa carried in his zinae for so many years." {p. 188) While this could be
s¢8n as the ccomplete intermixture, or if you like, reconciliaticn of the puter
and irner lzndscapes, the fect remoins that the absence of Ranscu's shadow was r
tauged by a cloud, bringing the first rain in =ore than ten years, which, incid-
ently, is an unusually hopeful ending for Ballard's standards, even if for Ransorm
21l hope gevms Lo be lost: "It was sometime later that he farled to notice it had
atarted to rain.” (p. 188) '

All this, together with a careful, precise {f slow style, an equally precise-
ly tuilt etructure, and & cast of exhilaratingly eccentric¢ characters, ccmbine to
wake the Drcught required and enjoyable reading for anyone interesied in high
guality SF.

Reviswed by J.J. Struben
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There are over SIXTY previcusly unmenticsned new books in the ISFA Library, Bo rsad
vour new booklist clesely when i1t comes ocut!l
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inexorably to an endiog which is undoubtedly weaxn, and woich I Yhought war a
cheat. :

48 if to show how unmeaningful it is tc talk of “"all science fiction”, the
second Look was a total change. It is a collection of eight short stories writ-
ten by Asimov in the years 1939-1941, none of which hae yet apreared in snthol-
ogy. This last is perhaps & teliing point, es 1 think that all his ggod stories
rLave been anthologiscd. 1t ie also relevant that all axcert cne of them were
either rejected ty Cambell, or coansiocerca unsuitable for sercing to him (on the
grounds that he would rejectv them), Yot the stories are coapletely reacable.
They are all "rattling geod yzras®, a forz of writing not to be sneered at. The
feature of the sigries that I fcund most fascigating, given the well-knosm ur-
barity cf the good dector, is their nalveté. ie really was terribiy innocent.
Arart fres tnig, it 1& 20b &% all evident fream the writing that these were writ-
tea by a totally inexrv:rienced 18 yvar old. For anrone except the very best,
tnese sleries woule ve considered geod. iLven if they are still less thzn average
by Asimov's standards, they zre still eminently readable.

Harpily I read the asimov sscond. It maue e delightful and refrechicz
change from the lirst.

Heviaewed oy Eoin Barrett

Deiuge by Kichard Doyle {Lcndon;Pan btooks, 80p., 1977)

This is & novel by thne great nephew of Sir Arthur Ccian Deyle, and is re-
eiciscent of some of his SF worss. Ib is written in the tradition of “disaster-
catastreske® type ncvels, ana describes a hypothetical flood by the river Thaxes,
cansed by abnmermal galcs in the North Sea, ana 1t3 subsequent effecis of the cit;
¢f London.

The scerne is set in Leundon of 1978, and the author describes the events wit
graphic realise, showing a detsiled krnowledge of the cozplexities of flced con-
trel, and urcan technologies. Although lacking in indiviawel chsracter portreyali
this ig & well written, realistic 3P novel, worth reading.

Reviewed by David isas
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